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House Minority Whip David E. 
Bonior (D-Mich.) added to the list of 
ethics complaints against Speaker 
Newt Gingrich (R-Ga,) yesterday by 
accusing him of improperly using con- 
gressional resources to promote his 
college course. 

Bonior’s complaint to the ethics 
committee alleges that Gingrich vio- 
lated House rules last April when he 
promoted the course from the floor, 
even though the ethics panel had cau- 
tioned him not to use official resourc- 
es when soliciting funds for the lec- 
tures or the private foundation that 
sponsors them. Gingrich’s pitch, 
which included an 800-number for au- 
diotape and videotape sales, was 
broadcast on C-SPAN and then en- 
tered into the taxpayer-funded Con- 
gressional Record. 

The complaint contends that on 
three other occasions in 1993, Gin- 
grich contravened the rules by dis- 
cussing his “Renewing American Civi- 
lization” course on the floor. In a 
fourth instance, in July 1993, Gingrich 
entered remarks about the lectures 
into the Congressional Record, the 
complaint said. 

Since becoming speaker two 
months ago, Gingrich has been 
dogged by accusations that he failed to . 
keep separate his official and unofficial 
business in endeavors such as his col- 
lege course. The Democrats have 
filed three complaints with the Com- 
mittee on Standards of Official Con- 
duct in the past six months; a fourth 
came from a consumer group. 

Bonior, the No. 2 House Democrat, 
has hounded the speaker, questioning 
his ethics during speeches on the floor 
and at regular news conferences to 
support complaints filed by others. 
More and more, Bonior seems to try- 
ing to play the role that Gingrich him- 
self played with then-House Speaker 
Jim Wright (D-Tex.), who resigned in 
1989 after Gingrich and others called 
for an ethics investigation of a book 
deal. 

Bonior said yesterday that Gin- 
grich’s promotion of his course on the 
floor, “as with so many of the other ac- 


tivities the speaker is involved with 
. . . does not pass the smell test. I 
mean, this isn’t the Home Shopping 

Network Newt Gingrich has no 

business using a 1-800 number to 
hawk videotapes on the House floor.” 
Gingrich branded Bonior’s com- 
plaint “a piece of nonsense,” saying: 
“It’s silly, and he knows it’s silly, and 
once again you’re dancing to his tune.” 
Like the previous complaints against 
him, the speaker said, this latest one 
shows that Democrats are reacting to 
losing control of Congress with a cam- 


paign to smear him and distract Re- 
publicans from their legislative goals. 

He defended his remarks about the 
college course as protected under the 
Constitution’s speech or debate 
clause. “It is totally legitimate for a 
member of Congress to stand up on 
the floor of the House and say virtual- 
ly anything,” Gingrich said. 

“Nothing the ethics committee ad- 
vises can supersede the constitutional 
provision of speech and debate. I can’t 
imagine that if it was a liberal Demo- 
crat who had said something that we 
thought was inappropriate, that you 
wouldn’t have every editorial writer in 
the country saying, ‘Free speech! 
Free speech! No censorship!' ” 
Specialists said that the Constitu- 
tion’s speech or debate clause pro- 
tects members in their official capaci- 
ty as lawmakers from civil or criminal 
actions by an outside party. But they 
said Gingrich’s remarks are still sub-, 
ject to House rules. 

“If you use [Gingrich’s] logic and 
take it to its consequences, it would 
undermine the rules of the House and 
the House ethics manual and all other 
rules used in the chamber,” said James 
A. Thurber, director of the Center for 
Congressional and Presidential Stud- 
ies at American University. “In this 
case, the speech or debate clause does 
not restrict what the ethics committee 
can do. The panel must abide by the 
House ethics manual.” 

The manual stipulates that while 
members may solicit funds for private 
foundations that they “cooperate with 
or help organize,” lawmakers cannot 
use any congressional resources in the 
process. “Official and unofficial activi- 
ties must remain absolutely separate,” 
the rules state. 

Bonior also said that Gingrich ran 
afoul of a rule that prohibits members 
from lending, promoting or otherwise 
conveying House sponsorship of out- 
side activities or groups. His com- 
plaint cited a Washington Post article 
that appeared Sunday. 

Gingrich receives no compensation 
from the 20-hour college course, 
which is broadcast via cable and satel- 
lite and offered for credit at 10 colleg- 
es nationwide. He said Saturday he 
planned to take a break from teaching 
after the current semester. 

Among other matters. Democrats 
have questioned the tax exempt status 
of the sponsoring foundation. The 
Progress & Freedom Foundation is 
supported largely by big GOP contrib- 
utors and made up of a number of for- 
mer Gingrich associates. Federal law 
prohibits the use of tax deductible 
funds to advance partisan causes. 

Staff researcher Barbara J. Saffir 
contributed to this report. 



